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According to Tomuschat ‘few would argue that persons suffering a grave breach of their human rights 

should not have a right to full reparation’, even less would argue that children should not be awarded 

prompt and adequate reparation for the harms suffered, although it is still unclear under which 

circumstances, how and to what extent children can concretely exercise this right. Since the approval, in 

2005, by the UN General Assembly) of the Basic Principles and Guidelines on the Right to a Remedy and 

Reparation for Victims of Gross Violations of International Human Rights and Serious Violations of 

International Humanitarian Law a lot of emphasis has been placed on the existence of individuals 

reparation claims under international law; moreover, thanks to the innovative character of the Principles, 

also collective and symbolic reparations have finally gained proper consideration.  Under international law 

the forms of reparation identified are restitution, compensation and satisfaction. Within the human rights 

framework also rehabilitation and guarantees of non-repetition are included amongst the kinds of 

reparation available for the victims. So far international institutions, such as the Inter American Court of 

Human Rights (IACtHR), have mostly focused on reparations awarded in the aftermath of gross human 

rights violations.   The role played by regional human rights bodies, in particular by the IACtHR, has been 

essential for the development of an innovative and forward looking approach towards reparations, 

especially for the most vulnerable victims, i.e. children. The European Court of Human Rights and the Inter-

American Court have dealt with cases involving children as direct and indirect victims, both Courts foresee 

the possibility to award reparations to the victims and have, in fact, issued reparations orders. However, 

the two regional courts have a different approach that deserves to be thoroughly analysed. The present 

paper is going to introduce the key principles of reparations and how they have been implemented by the 

two regional human rights courts in cases affecting child victims. Moreover it will discuss the main 

discrepancies between the two bodies, dwelling on child victims’ access to the regional courts, the 

participation in the proceedings, the forms of reparations envisaged and the modalities of implementation.  
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